Pastor Drollinger’s
Daily Devotionals for April 2-6, 2020
April 2, 2020 - Day 17 of the Coronavirus Shut Down
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC,
I trust this Thursday will bring you a greater hope and peace, even as we go through this time of COVID-19. Today’s
devotional words are part of a prayer offered to us by our Bishop Hee-soo Jung.
He writes:
“William Lonsdale Watkinson, an English Wesleyan minister, once instructed his congregation to choose to be
positive in the face of negativity. He originated a famous quote, “Yet it is far better to light a candle than to curse the
darkness.” We are inundated by media messages that curse the current darkness. I want to encourage Wisconsin
United Methodists to carry the light of Christ through this time. Stop focusing on the darkness and focus on the
light. We will get through this by God’s grace and with the strength that comes through our communities of faith.
In the modern version of the Lord’s Prayer, the line “and lead us not into temptation,” has been changed to “save us
from this time of trial.” This should be our mantra through the pandemic – save us (all) from this time of trial. Give
us strength, give us courage, give us hope, and shine your light in us and through us so that we always remember “this
too shall pass.” Thanks be to God!”
Let me conclude by again offering words of thanksgiving for:
•
•
•
•
•

Our nurses, inventors, scientists, doctors, pharmacists
Delivery people, custodians, musicians
Movies, books, checkers and chess
Volunteers, leaders, public servants
All who encourage, inspire and contribute to the welfare of others.
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us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9

Keep shining bright,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com

cell phone: 920-207-2341

April 3, 2020 - Day 18 of the Coronavirus Shut Down
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC,
Over the next few weeks, it appears the news regarding COVID-19 in America will hold some dark and
disturbing truths. Perhaps, more than ever, we need to be a people that Jesus refers to as the salt and as the
light. Let us remind ourselves and encourage one another, during this difficult time, that a new day and a
brighter tomorrow is out there.

Keep praying for one another and keep offering words of thanksgiving to all those people and places that
bring healing and help. Today, I’m giving thanks for our medical staff,
support staff, and volunteers in the hospitals, clinics, nursing homes,
and free clinics throughout our communities. We so appreciate what
you do to help us improve the quality of life and care when we are sick.

Carly, thanks for letting your little light shine!
I see a smile under that mask…
Keep shining bright,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com

cell phone: 920-207-2341

April 4, 2020 - Day 19 of the Coronavirus Shut Down
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC,
As Christians, many of us continue our Lenten journey toward the great Easter celebration day. We
anticipate and look forward to the flowers, the songs, the great Easter stories, gathering with our families,
and all the fun parts, like the Easter bunnies, hunting for Easter baskets, and eating way too much!
Not!
Not this year. We are in the middle of a very serious health crisis. The celebrations and activities will be very
different this year, and some will simply not happen.
A bummer? Yes, but necessary.
Many in our land and in the world are battling with the COVID-19 virus. For many, these are very difficult
times. We all can do our part to assist in stopping the pandemic. Oh, by the way, Easter will come as Easter
always does. Easter is a celebration of the eternal, lasting, and God designed events. Death could not hold
him, the tomb could not hold him, and sin could not hold him. Certainly COVID-19 will not keep us from
experiencing and celebrating the resurrection promises of Jesus. You might ask me “how I know he lives?”
As the song says, “He lives within my heart.”
STAY STRONG - SHARE THE FAITH - SCRUB THOSE HANDS - SING HIS PRAISE!

Keep shining bright,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com

cell phone: 920-207-2341

April 5, 2020 – Palm Sunday
Day 20 of the Coronavirus Shut Down
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC,
Today is Palm Sunday and following is a portion of the story from Mark 11:7-10. Jesus enters Jerusalem and
the stage is being set for his journey to the cross.
7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and
those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10 “Blessed
is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
The crowds were shouting and waving palm branches to honor Jesus and His entrance to Jerusalem. I
suppose it was nice and Jesus probably smiled. But, Jesus has his eyes already on the cross and what lay
before him. He moved faithfully forward because this is what his calling required. This coming week what
will your calling be? During this COVID-19 time, let me encourage you to be faithful in doing right and
noble acts. During these days, it is ok to have nice things and times of joy. But, let us remain diligent in
moving forward in responsibility and purpose. Keep practicing the guidelines to fight this COVID-19 virus.
Keep encouraging and helping others in their journey. Keep the faith, share God’s love.
Enjoy “Acts of Faith,” a song composed by Dan Lea and sung by Acoustic Grace.
If you have a computer, you may type in the following link to the song: https://youtu.be/pZfS_IVVVeo

Keep shining bright,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com

cell phone: 920-207-2341

April 6, 2020 – Day 21 of the Coronavirus Shut Down
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC,
Well, it has now been 21 days since we closed our church buildings to activity and ministry. Palm Sunday
found our church pews and pulpit empty. However, the church is still very active in our community and, for
that matter, throughout our nation and indeed the world. Today, let us offer thanksgiving for the generous
and kind ways many of you are contributing to the fight against the spread of COVID-19.
From our churches, I am aware of the following places and acts of generosity:
1. Grocery shopping for elderly.
2. Watching children for those whose daycare has closed.
3. Sewing masks.
4. Donating blood.
5. Staying home intentionally to stop the spread of virus.
6. Phone calls to those without family.
7. Packing food for the Feed My Children program.
8. Being very generous in tipping at takeout cafés and restaurants.
For many, just going to work is a blessing for us all, whether that be at the clinic, the grocery store or the
mail delivery folks. Let me say thank you for all the efforts, both big and small, that are vital to fighting the
spread and serving our needs.
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Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the
family of believers. Galatians 6:9-10
Yesterday, we received word that a dear friend of our Hallie and Altoona churches is in critical care with
COVID-19. Please pray for Pastor Eric Nelson, wife Mary and family. Pastor Eric has been intubated at this
time. We pray for strength and healing.

Keep shining bright,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com

cell phone: 920-207-2341

