Pastor Drollinger’s
Devotionals for Nov. 2-15, 2020
Devotionals will be available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
On-Line Worship will continue on Sunday mornings.

Monday, November 2, 2020 – Day 231
Good Morning,
Thanksgiving Meal Drive Update
For those individuals and families participating in the Thanksgiving Meal Drive at Hallie UMC, we thank you.
All items on our list have been spoken for and we are more than grateful for your generosity! Here’s
some updated logistical information from Illa Russell:
If you have chosen to provide non-perishable food items, they may be placed in the tote in the Hallie church
office. If you do not have a church key or have chosen perishable food items, please contact Illa for instructions
for delivery or you may ask her to pick those items up at the grocery store. Thank you! Illa’s cell 715-563-5486
or email smila_illa@yahoo.com
This week’s devotionals will include a daily scripture reading and a virtual choir selection to enjoy.
Please keep Mike Murphy, Zion UMC, in your prayers as he was hospitalized on Sunday night, Nov. 1, and, at
that time, was in much pain. Many tests are being run to diagnose his condition. Prayers of comfort and
healing.
Ephesians 1:3-8 - Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us.
One Voice Childrens’ Choir This is the official Maroon 5 - Memories Cover by One Voice Children's Choir.
A video made during the quarantine period of Covid-19 2020.
Musical Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB6yjGVuzVo&app=desktop
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com
cell phone: 920-207-2341

Tuesday, November 3, 2020 – Day 232
Good Morning,
It is Election Day! I want to encourage you to vote, as able.
Today’s Bible passage comes from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and our Virtual Choir from the Salt Lake
Symphonic Virtual Choir.
Ephesians 2:4-10 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so
that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Musical Link: Somewhere Over the Rainbow Salt Lake Symphonic Virtual
Choir https://youtu.be/yjCrOLkg1AM
Make the most of this beautiful November Day!
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 – Day 233
Good Morning,
Today, I share a passage from Paul’s “Prayer for the Philippians”
Philippians 1:3-11
3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of
you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me,
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
Musical Link: "Stand By Me" Virtual Choir | 2020 https://youtu.be/JbaP7uXcla4
Enjoy another day filled with sunshine!
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Thursday, November 5, 2020 – Day 234
Good Morning,
We give thanks for another beautiful fall day! We continue with today’s scripture from Philippians 4:4-9:
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.
Musical Virtual Choir Link: We Are The World 2020 - The Quarantine Mix, Long
Island https://youtu.be/lTK84KEDMW8
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Friday, November 6, 2020 – Day 235
Greetings, Friends of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Well, it’s 3 days after our national election for president. Does anyone know who has officially been elected to
the highest office in our nation? Well, whoever is elected, my prayer is that God continues to bless and bend
his heart and mind toward the ways of Jesus. As we go forward as a nation and as a people, we have much
work ahead of us. Together, let us fight the COVID-19 virus as best we can. Let us look for ways to help those
in need, look for ways to support our local economy, and be generous in your prayers and acts of kindness.
We might not know, for sure, who our next president will be, but . . .
We know who our King is . . .
We know who our Good Shepherd is . . .
We know who calms the stormy water . . .
Psalm 121 – Assurance of God’s Protection
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4 He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8 The Lord will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.
Musical Link: “It is Well with My Soul.” Acoustic Grace: https://youtu.be/wchAOOpNtrk
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Sunday, November 8, 2020 – Day 237
Good Sunday Morning,
Well . . . we have a new President-elect. Today, I offer prayers of thanks for the service of President Trump.
Today, I offer prayers for President-elect Biden; I pray he leads with compassion and integrity. In our worship
service this morning, we will also take time to honor our men and women who have served in the military.
We especially honor those who have given their lives serving our country while protecting and fighting for our
freedoms. My message, today, grows out of two of Jesus’ parables. Luke 15:1-10 teaches us some lessons on
being lost . . . knowing that, at times, we all become lost.
“Lost – Not Forgotten”
1. God continues to invite us - God does not forget us
2. Sin has no power over us - because of what Jesus has done for us
3. God takes joy when the lost is found
Online Worship Service Link: https://youtu.be/z-qC_4fJgnM
When you’re feeling lost, remember “God does not forget us and God takes joy when the lost is found!”
When we choose to practice kindness, empathy, and generosity, our hearts are open to helping others.
Sometimes you need help, sometimes I need help – we can help each other.
“The road is hard and long; sometimes you don’t feel strong.
When you can’t find your way home, you don’t have to go it alone.
Take my hand, my friend, we’ll see it to the end.
Walking down the road”
“Walking Down the Road,” words and music by Dan Lea, was recorded by Acoustic Grace vocalists Dan Lea,
Jacey Lea, and Pam Hotle; bass and acoustic guitar, Dan Lea;
trumpet, Colin Orth; keyboards, Carol Dean.
Musical Link: https://youtu.be/oT5NKJpTiBA
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Monday, November 9, 2020 – Day 238
This morning, I share the words of Bishop Jung’s “Reflection” from November 8, 2020.
Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15)
Pandemic fatigue, election fatigue, Zoom meeting fatigue, social distancing fatigue. Fatigue is the word of the day. 2020
has been an exhausting learning curve; a paradigm change forever redefining "normal." It is so easy to be swept away in
anxiety, frustration, irritation, and despair. But for God’s people, and especially the followers of Jesus the Christ, this is a
call to decisive response: will we allow the earthly troubles and disappointments to define us or will we renew our
covenant with God to live in hopeful and grace-filled faith?
I love Joshua’s declaration – "as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." This should be our
declaration. Inconvenienced by masking and social distancing? Not a problem, for "we will serve the Lord" and put the
health and well-being of others before our own wants. Facing economic difficulties or the fear of what might come
next? We will survive this – together – for "we serve the Lord," and we will look to the needs of our neighbors and
communities and we will be ready to assist. Feeling disenfranchised and dishonored by the results of the recent
election? We will rise above, because "we serve the Lord," and we will do everything in our power to break through the
walls that divide us, refusing to think in terms of "winners" and "losers," striving to care for and understand the hopes,
dreams, fears, and concerns of all people. Feeling beaten down, oppressed, violated, disrespected, and misunderstood? Do
not allow these feelings to define you – recommit to the covenant, "we serve the Lord," and together we can work to
address and resolve the injustices, the policies and structures that continue to do harm to the most vulnerable among us.
Wisconsin Conference – and every member of our United Methodist Church – face threats, challenges, and dangers that
might divide us and poison the unity that God intends for us all. The reality is that many may choose another covenant,
and it is our role to part from them with grace and love, wishing only the best for those who no longer feel a part of our
connectional faith communion. No matter the divisions – moral, ethical, religious, political, social, or cultural – God is
God, and we are one in Christ Jesus. As we face tomorrow, no matter what it might bring, our declaration is firm, "as for
us and our household, we will serve the Lord."
Prayer: Covenant God, creator of the universe and all it contains, maker of every precious human life, receive our faithful
declaration – we serve you. Guide us, teach us, fill us, and send us, so that every person we meet might come to know the
Christ who blesses us, who saves us, and who redeems us. We are the body of Christ in this world of hurt and brokenness,
send to heal and unite. We praise you, O Lord, and we recommit to serve you in all we do. We pray in the name of Jesus,
the Christ. Amen.

Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 – Day 240
Greetings, Friends of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Today is Veterans Day and it is a day that we honor all those who have served our nation in war and in peace
as part of the military. Today, we again have the opportunity to say, “thank you,” we have the opportunity to
express our gratitude for their service and their sacrifices. We remember those who have died and we ask
God’s blessing to those living.
To all our Veterans . . . Thank you . . . God Bless You!
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com
cell phone: 920-207-2341

Friday, November 13, 2020 – Day 242
Greetings, Friends of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Today, I share a “Reflection” article from our District Superintendent, Barbara Certa-Werner:
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. (Hebrews 12: 1-3)
Yesterday was a blustery day with leaves swirling all around - almost as if they were chasing each
other. As the day proceeded, the air grew colder, more clouds appeared, and the snow began. As I
witnessed all this from the warmth of my home, I still felt a chill. I grabbed a shawl that I have for such
occasions.

As I snuggled into the shawl, I looked at it and remembered that this was a prayer shawl that I was
given when I became a District Superintendent. I lifted a prayer of gratitude. As I drew it closer, I felt
the prayers of the maker and the Almighty Maker. I was given a "spiritual hug" by this prayer shawl!
During this time of social distancing, we are not hugging, hand shaking, hand holding, fist bumping, or
putting an arm around the shoulder. We long for the time when we can physically connect with each
other again. We may even feel alone and isolated. The Scripture verse from Hebrews reminds us that
we are surrounded by a ‘cloud of witnesses.’ We are not alone, we are connected by the bonds of
God’s love, grace, and our communal prayers.
In the meantime, you may want to find your own sort of ‘spiritual hug’ – a prayer shawl, a cross in
your pocket, or a prayer stone. May you feel God’s warmth and love. Amen.”
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Sunday, November 15, 2020 – Day 244
Good Sunday Morning,
Today, we continue the parables of Jesus and it is a familiar one to many. The parable of the prodigal sons. In
your Bibles, you will find this story of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 15:11-32.
Enjoy the message and enjoy the music of our praise team, Acoustic Grace.
“I never set out to take the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’ and add something to it—anybody would be crazy to do
that! It’s only the greatest song ever written,” said composer, Chris Tomlin. Yet, when asked to “do something”
with the hymn for a film project reflecting on the life of William Wilberforce, a leader in the movement to
abolish the slave trade in Europe, Tomlin found his inspiration. Wilberforce became a Christian in 1785, and
was mentored by the lyrical author of “Amazing Grace,” John Newton, 1779. “My Chains Are Gone” words
and music by Chris Tomlin, combined with “Amazing Grace,” has reached more than 8.7 million since its
release in 2006.
Acoustic Grace vocalists Dan Lea, Jacey Lea, Pam Hotle, Ed Ebert; trumpet, Colin Orth; keyboards, Carol
Dean, have prepared today's special music offering, “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone).”
Online Worship Link: https://youtu.be/n3UX8kUXx_c
Musical Link: https://youtu.be/418XXTCns5M
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com
cell phone: 920-207-2341

Monday, November 16, 2020 – Day 245
Good Morning and Greetings, Friends,
During this heightened time of the COVID virus in our community, our church activities are less and our
buildings are closed more often. However, many of our mission projects and much of our ministry continues.
Each week, our church buildings will have a designated time when you may come and give or receive
blessings, gifts, or other ministry resources.
Our Hallie Building will be open Tuesdays from 3:00-6:00 pm.
Our Zion Building will be open Thursdays 3:00-6:00 pm.
Members and friends may:
Bring in offerings or noisy offerings
Bring in items for the Mitten Tree
Bring in your Spirit of Christmas Gifts (labeled with Gift Tag #)
Bring in items for the local Food Pantry
Pick up an Upper Room Devotional
Pick up an Acoustic Grace CD
Take home Communion and Liturgy
Pastor Don will be staffing this time and all good safety practices will be in effect. Do not hesitate to use this
ministry time for giving and receiving.
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, we will reap a harvest. Therefore, as we have
an opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”
Galatians 6:9-10
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com
cell phone: 920-207-2341

