Pastor Drollinger’s
Devotionals for Oct. 12-25, 2020

Devotionals will be available on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
On-Line Worship will continue on Sunday mornings.

Monday, October 12, 2020 – Day 210
Greetings, Friends and Family,
This morning, I share a recent message from Bishop Jung:
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. (Psalm 23:1-3a)
The words of the 23rd Psalm may be the most recognizable in all of Hebrew scripture. They
may be so familiar that we don’t fully pay attention or hear them anymore. But as poetry goes,
there are few verses more lovely or evocative.
In the midst of a pandemic, in a year of presidential elections, in times of racial unrest and
extreme violence, we need a loving shepherd who will lead us to still waters, who will restore
our souls. Calm. Tranquility. Rest. Comfort. Safety. Security. Who doesn’t long for these things?
But it is not enough to dream of these restorative states. God asks the question, “But what will
you do to make these a reality?” God often works through us, not simply for us. In many ways,
we become the “still waters” and “green pastures” for each other. What can we do as Christian
disciples and communities of faith to embrace and embody the qualities and characteristics that
build safety and security? What can we do to be peace-makers, comfort-providers, to offer a
calm center and a tranquil space?
We often wish for things but are not actively engaged in creating them. It calls to mind Gandhi’s
famous quote, “Be the change you want to see in the world.” I also think of James Baldwin’s
quote, “Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is
faced.” If we don’t like unrest and anxiety, if we are fed up with injustice and violence, if we want
a better, safer world for ourselves and the generations to come, we cannot simply hope for
change; we must change.
Many hear Psalm 23 as a comforting assurance; I hear it as a call to action. I believe we can
only experience these lovely promises of God through an active discipleship rather than a
passive sheep-hood. If we will commit – individually and communally – to work for peace,
security, equity, safety, and justice, then and only then will we know the full meaning of the
closing words of the Psalm: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.”
Prayer: Loving Shepherd God, let us never content ourselves with merely being
sheep. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, raise us up and teach us to be shepherds for
others, to protect the dignity and worth of others, to provide safety and security, to offer peace,
calm, and tranquility in an abrasive and caustic world. Become our model, not simply our
keeper, so that we might bless others as you bless us. Amen.

Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 – Day 212
Greetings, Friends and Family of Zion and Hallie UMC,
In the midst of this long and troublesome time in our lives, the church continues to do good and
effective ministry. Let me update you on a few of the activities we are involved in:
1. Our Hallie IMPACT study group is exploring new ways of sharing the gospel of Jesus.
We have purchased a new “screen” for our PowerPoint presentations. This will provide
larger and clearer presentations for worship. We established our new mission statement
– “Joyfully Sharing the Good News of Jesus.”
2. Hallie and Zion ministries are finishing up our current mission “Soles 4 Souls.” With
other churches in our area, we have gathered hundreds of shoes to be distributed in
needy areas here in America. Thank you for your support.
3. Both churches will be, again, be giving thanks as we remember some of our family
members and friends who have more recently died. Our Service of Remembrance will
be on Sunday, November 1st. Details have been posted, emailed, and will be sent in the
mail to those who do not regularly use the internet.
4. Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Saturday, November 14 at 11:00 am via a
Zoom meeting (more details coming).
5. Mission projects coming up in November and December will include and support:
• Spirit of Christmas
• Open Door Clinic
• Mitten Tree
6. The LEVI Women’s Retreat successfully and wonderfully took place on Saturday,
October 10th. Good work and faithful witness was shared.
Finally, let me encourage you to stay faithful in worship. Regular worship online or in our
buildings is vital to our shared joy and hope.
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Friday, October 16, 2020 – Day 214
Greetings, Friends and Family of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Many of us in Wisconsin have exercised our responsibility and privilege to vote. Let me
encourage those who have not voted early, please do so at the polls on Tuesday, November 3rd.
In so many ways, our country seems divided and, at times, mean spirited. We have much that
we disagree on in regard to building a strong and just nation. We have a lot of work to do.
Let us not lose sight of the fact that many in our nation really do care about fairness and justice.
We have strong leaders in many of our churches, our mosques, and our synagogues. We have
leaders in our community businesses, teachers in our schools, and so many men and women
who volunteer and who care about the welfare of all in our neighborhoods.
Today, I take time to offer thanksgiving for the many people in the Chippewa area that express
a care and concern for others who find themselves in places of poverty, addiction,
unemployment, and despair. During the time of COVID-19, thank you for all the good work that
takes place in our community. Keep caring for others – keep doing those acts of kindness –
keep sharing the blessings that God has blessed you with. Keep counting your blessings – keep
washing hands – keep wearing you mask. Keep fighting the good fight.
In your prayers, please remember the family of Jan and Denny Gezel. Their grandson, Max, has
COVID 19, and other family members are being tested.
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don

Sunday, October 18, 2020 – Day 216
Greetings and Happy Sunday Morning,
Today, we continue our study of the book of James. The scripture is James 3:1-12. Three great
lessons we will consider today are the following:
1. Teachers are so very important. They need our prayers, encouragement, support and
participation.
2. Our tongue is a small part of our body and yet it holds a great power.
3. We have one mouth. We can chose to use that mouth for either cursing or praise. Let’s
choose praise!
Psalms 150 “Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! “
Enjoy the word of God proclaimed and be sure to enjoy the music of our praise team, Acoustic
Grace.
Online Worship Link: https://youtu.be/pbcU05G9Mas
This is a new music video for the song, “Bring the Harvest,” which was recorded for the CD,
“Seasons of Grace,” released by Acoustic Grace in December, 2019. The video features many
church members, family, and friends enjoying the autumn harvest season in Wisconsin. “Bring
the Harvest” was written by Zion UMC worship leader Dan Lea. It is inspired by Matthew 9:37,
which reads:
37

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
“Bring the Harvest” is performed by Acoustic Grace musicians Carol Dean, piano; Colin Orth,
trumpet; Jacey Lea, vocals; Ed Ebert, vocals; Pam Hotle, vocals; Patty Mewhorter, vocals; Dan
Lea, vocals, guitar, and bass guitar; Jayson Waegli, drums; and Kelly Wohlbier, drums. It was
produced and engineered by Kyle Culver at Sprinter Studios, and mixed and mastered by Justin
Andersen.
“Bring the Harvest” Musical Link: https://youtu.be/hiCltdPBN58
This morning and week to come, please remember the following prayer requests:
Sherrie Richards will be having hip replacement surgery this week. We pray for a successful
procedure and swift healing. Sherrie also requests prayers for her son, Nathan and his family.
They have COVID-19. Sherrie may have been exposed and must test negative in order to have
her hip replacement surgery this week.

Please remember the family of Jan and Denny Gezel. Their grandson, Max, has COVID 19, and
other family members are being tested because they may have been exposed.
Also, a joy, Jan and Denny are new great grandparents for the first time!
Please continue to pray for Alverna Lewis, mother of Laurie Goeman. She is recovering from
pneumonia and COVID-19. She has been moved to a skilled nursing facility while she continues
her recovery.
This month we also remember and support through our prayers and gifts, the “World
Communion Sunday” global mission. This mission provides higher education scholarships to
students around the world.
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Monday, October 19, 2020 – Day 217
Greetings, Friends and Family of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Today, I shared a recent “Reflection” from Bishop Jung:
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3)
“It is important that you all know how faithfully and regularly you are prayed for. Your Bishop,
your District Superintendents, the Assistant to the Bishop and the Directors of Congregational
Development and Connectional Ministries hold you all in prayer each and every week. We know
that this pandemic year has been especially difficult for all of us. We understand the feelings of
loss and separation caused when we cannot gather together in person for worship, but we
applaud all of you who are taking every precaution to care for each other and to protect each
other’s health and well-being. These days of ‘social distancing’ will one day come to an end.
We pray for the families and friends of those afflicted with the COVID-19 virus, offering special
prayers for those who have lost loved ones to this terrible disease. We fully acknowledge that
this coronavirus affects people very differently, but many people have had their health
devastated and they will never be fully recovered. Never in our lifetimes have we faced such a
global threat.
But through it all, you have remained faithful. The mission and ministry of our Wisconsin
Conference, though more difficult to perform, continues in faithful service to our communities
and world in meaningful ways. This is because of your ‘works of faith and labors of love.’ We
give thanks for all you do, and we pray that you stay steadfast in your hope in Jesus Christ.
This has been a year of civil and racial unrest and injustices against racial and ethnic
minorities. This has been a year of anxiety and concern about our future. This has been a year

of economic challenge and devastating employment changes for millions of people. Yet, our
God is good. Christians around the world and across our country are calling for societal and
systemic change. We are learning to put the common good ahead of individual entitlements. We
are envisioning ways to be more just, kind, merciful, and loving. We seek transformative ways to
be better. Out of terrible trials and challenging conditions emerge God’s will and grace. You are
God’s people. You are the body of Christ. You are loved and prayed for, and we give God
thanks for you all.
Merciful Lord, you have blessed us with blessed brothers and sisters, divine siblings who hold
firm in their faith and who work together for good. We truly are blessed to be a blessing to one
another. Keep us grounded in our faith and committed to your good work, we pray together in
Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Keep shining brightly, Pastor Don
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 – Day 219
Greetings, Friends and Family of Zion and Hallie UMC,
Who would have thought that on Tuesday, October 20th, we would find ourselves shoveling
snow? While I and others may be grumbling, the kids seem to take great joy in the snow. As I
looked at the snow-girl my granddaughter made, it was obvious that the snow-girl was praising
the Lord with arms held high.
While in the beauty of the freshly fallen snow, I was reminded we don’t always know what
tomorrow will bring. We can, however, take joy in the fact that God’s love and grace is always
with us. Let me invite you to take some moments, today, to praise God and thank Him for
surprises and snow and blessings.
“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.” Psalm 100:5
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
Please lift in prayer:

1. Sherrie Richards who is recovering from hip replacement surgery.
2. Shirley and Ken Froelich ask to please keep their daughter-in-law, Raegan and her family
in prayer as her brother, Eric, passed away on Saturday.
3. Gail Laudenslager asks for prayers for her son, Donald. He has been diagnosed with
Stage 3 prostate cancer.
4. Remember Gloria Hughes in prayer for healing and strength.

Friday, October 23, 2020 – Day 221
Greetings, Friends and Family of Zion and Hallie UMC,
The prophet Isaiah claims his role as a man of God to proclaim and live out “good news” of
deliverance.
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord, to display his glory. 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
Isaiah 61:1-4
During these times of great struggle in our nation and in our world, let us follow the ways of the
prophet Isaiah. Let us, as Christians, be a people of good news to the oppressed. Let us be a
people of gladness and joy. Together, let us be a people ready to build and renew our
communities, our economy, and our nation. The battle against the COVID-19 virus continues,

so let me encourage your continued efforts in sharing with those in need. Give financially to
those charities and ministries that serve those people who have little resources.
Keep praying – keep loving – keep washing those hands, and . . .
Keep shining brightly!
Pastor Don

Sunday, October 25, 2020 – Day 223
Good Sunday Morning,
Today we finish our preaching series on the book of James. Our scripture lesson is from James
4:11-17, and the main theme of this text is “we should not judge.”
1. Do not become the law – who are you to judge?
2. Be careful of boasting – do you know what tomorrow will bring?
3. Don’t be so concerned about what others do wrong.
Be concerned about what you do right.
Worship Link: https://youtu.be/8Lq3wMo5bn0
I hope you have enjoyed and learned sone important lessons from this preaching series from
the book of James. Be sure to listen and enjoy today’s song sung by Jacey and Dan, and written
by Dan Lea, entitled, “Daily Bread.”
Musical Link: https://youtu.be/QBVedKPdKP4
Keep shining brightly,
Pastor Don
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com
cell phone: 920-207-2341

